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Tre following brief memorial, of the experi- 


ence of a deeply devoted mind, is deemed worthy of 1m 


public notice, as an additional teſtimony to * the 


cloud of witneſſes,” we are already favoured with, to. 


the internal efficacy of the power and principle of 
Truth. The writer was a valuable example of Solo- 


mon's obſervation, © Honourable age is not that 


which ſtandeth in length of time; nor that is mea- 
ſured by number of years : but wiſdom is grey hairs 


unto men; and an unſpotted life is old age : ” being 
| remarkably diſtinguiſhed by a ſteady, uniform devo- 


tion, and dedication of heart to the pure cauſe of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs on the earth; which he believed 


himſelf called to maintain, and to endeavour to pro- 


mote by example and precept. His memory is there- 


fore very precious; in particular to ſome who had an 
intimate acquaintance with him. To theſe more em- 
phatically, „he being dead yet ſpeaketh,” in the re- 


membrance of his ſolid, wiſe deportment, his fewneſs 
of words, and thoſe ſeaſoned with grace; and his ſteady 


firmneſs towards oppoſers of principles and teſtimo- 
nies, which he had not taken upon truſt ; but deeply 
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examined their foundation, nature and | tendency; 
- and being. baptized under a living concern to ſupport 

them, as before obſerved, he dared not flinch in the 

day of battle, but both in that ſociety of which he 

became a member, and alſo amongſt others, he 
was deeply and awfully engaged to ſtand his ground 
in the divine ability afforded, and to exhibit an ex- 
ample of ancient. ſimplicity and uprightneſs; as he 
obſerved to a friend 1 in one of his letters, ſome months 
before bis deceaſe. After pointing out his great 
concern in obſerving the declenſions amongſt a highly 
profeſſing and eminently favoured people, and making 
various remarks on the importance of preſerving as 
Le) wall of defence, the religious diſcipline eſtabliſhed 
among them, and not giving way to weakneſs, in 


order to maintain a ſpecious, merely external unity, and 


by being indifferent towards thoſe noble teſtimonies 


X which his ſoul loved, and was uncommonly bound to: 


he firmly, yet humbly, added, O my friend, excuſe 
my freedom ; the cauſe of truth I have to believe, 
though with a due proportion of fear i would expreſs 
it, is ſo deeply impreſſed upon my mind, that neither 
| the fear nor the love of any Created being or thing, 
can be permitted to obſtruct or divert me from what 
may appear to be required of me.“ In a great degree 
in this firmneſs he lived, bearing much oppoſition, 
and the crols, as related in the following memorial; 


and yet more n known to ſome who were 
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folemn period ; and though in the midſt of mourning,. 


ING of the Iſt Month, 1795. 


5 . 
acquainted with him; and thus firmly he died in great 
ſtability and peace; having little to ſay; but that little 
was truly much in a ſmall compaſs, expreſſed at differ- 
ent times to a few friends who viſited him near his 
end; ſome of whom were alſo with him juſt at the 


were joyful witneſſes and partakers of that ſolemnity 
and peace, which proved as a ſeal to the deep con- 
cern, exerciſe, and happy cloſe of the dear deceaſed. 
He was ill about three weeks of a fever; and in 
the forepart of his illneſs expreſſed to a friend who 
viſited him, that there was no cauſe of diſcourage- 
ment to the right minded.* Being aſked at another 
time if he had any thing in particular to expreſs to 
friends, he replied, «No ; only my love: all is well: 
nothing ſtands in my way.” And thus he peacefully 
laid down his life, in the 0th year of his age, the 
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SHALL paſs over the early part of my life, only 
obſerying J had been educated in a religious way. 
mention this, as at times, when I lived in London, 
where L ſerved an apprenticeſhip, in the midſt of my 
difipation, I frequently felt. the reproofs of the Lord 
in mine heart, but which were ſoon ſmothered in the 
vortex. of pleaſure. After I had ſerved my appren- 
ticeſhip, I returned into the country, $0.,afiit my 
father in his buſineſs of a farrier, at Reading, in the 
year 1786. A. little time afterwards, as I attended 
the pariſh church ſo called, where a celebrated preacher 
officiated, I found an awakening power, which pro- 
duced not a little.aKeration in me. I more conſtantly: 
attended the fervices,. public and private; joined the 
more particular ELD ; and. went on for ſeveral 

years/as one of them. I alſo abſtained from vain com- 
pany and converſation which I had before been addicted 
to, ſo that 1 was one of the chief profeſlors ; but I 
found a gradual. wearing off of the force of the impreſ- 
lions I Fad received; leſs diſlike to worldly com- 
pan); and the power of fin gaining the. aſcendancy z 
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that · I at times felt much uneaſineſs; particularly as, 
on ſerious reflection, I felt the ſtrength of my luſts 
and paſſions, and the evil propenſities of my nature 
unſubdued; notwithſtanding my knowledge of the 
truths of the goſpel, and the profeſſion I made: and 
obſerving and converſing. with my fellow profeſſors, 
I found the ſame in trem I lamented in myſelf ; which 
brought at times great anxiety of mind, and breath- 
ings to the Tank that he would make me indeed 
what I profeſſed to be; and what I was Side by 
the ſcriptures of truth, a true Chriſtian might be: 
that 1s, free from the power, as well as the guilt of 
ſin. Thus I went on till about the year 1792, often 
feeling the dominion of ſin, and deſiring deliverance 
from it; when I was led to conſider the people called 
Quakers, and was ſoon ſatisfied there was a manifeſt 
difference between them and others, even in outward 
appearance; which when I conſidered, I was convinced 
was more conformable to Chriſtianity than any others 

J had known; moſt of whom followed all the faſhions 
of the world, particularly in dreſs; an inconſiſtency 
1 frequently obſerved with much concern. I then 
fought the converſation of ſome of them, and itil! 
found more ſimplicity, more like the precepts and 
Practices of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that J deſired to 
Eno the principles from which ſuch ſuperior practices 
| Teſulted, and enquired for ſome of their writings. 
The firſt book 1 think that 1 read; was W. Penn's. 
No Crofs, No Crown, which much tendered my 
" ſpirit, and removed ſome unfavourable opinions | 
had received reſpecting Friends. I then in ſome meaſure 
" faw how far what I had known before fell ſhort of 
What that work directed to; yet I continued attend- 
ing at the pariſh place of worſhip; having the molt 
” * favourable opinion of the miniſter there, and. a 
particular eſteem. for him, as a man who alſo fre- 


for me, and kindly admoniſhed me as a friend and 
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quently- profefſed a particular affeQion towards me.” 
Once I remember, when I had ſo far deviated. 
from my profeſſion, as to go to à horſe-race, he ſent 


overſeer. I mention this, as afterwards, when it 
pleaſed the Lord to enlighten my mind more clearly, 
and convince me of the neceſſity of leaving the form 
of worſhip I had been accuſtomed to, it was a ſore. 
trial to me to leave him, in a manner that I appre-- 
hended he would feel not a little concern about. The. 
next book I read I think was Barclay's Apology, which 
opened many things ſo clearly to me, that I could not 
but conſent to them; nevertheleſs there were ſome . 
tings that at firſt reading I could not aſſent to, parti- 
cularly reſpecting public worſhip. I thought it needful 

there ſhould be a time appointed, and ſomebody ready 
to officiate, that the ignorant might be inſtructed ; and 
that a man, taught, as I apprehended, of the Lord, and 
properly qualified, might at any time exhort- or preach. 
to the people. I ſtill attended the old place, going 
occation. ly to friends meetings on any particular oc- 
calions,.. when ſome- ſtrangers were expected; whoſe 
teſtimonies, though I could not but approve of them, 
yet were not able to draw me from my former ſociety 


but | found the work of the Lord going on by degrees. 


At firft, I think; I conſidered the ordinance of the 
Lord's jupper, as it is called, and was ſenſible I had. ne 
never found any profit in it, from the beginning of 
my partaking of it; and though I had often heard 4 
others ſpeak very highly of it, as finding particular 
and extraordinary comfort and benefit in it; and I 
often at the time earneſtly deſired to find the benefit 
of it as well as others; yet it ſtill remained a dead, 
unprofitable ſervice: I therefore declined it entirely. 
The next thing I think I obſerved, , was the public 
A | | linging 3, _ 
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ſinging. T began to ſee a great inconſiſtency in that 
| br particularly after ſermon. I could feel it 
had in myſelf, as we 3 in others, a manifeſt tendency 
to hghtneſs of ſpirit, and removing any ſerious im- 
preſſions which might have been received from the 
foregoing diſcourſe ; that I ſoon left the place, imme- 
_ Ciately after ſermon-was ended, It was not long how- 
ever before I ſaw a groſs inconliſtency in the practice 
altogether, when I weightily contre the matter 
contained in what was ſung, how impoſſible it was for 
a congregation of different kinds of people to join in 
ſinging whatever might be given out, whether ſuitable 
to their conditions or not; much of which, I was 
perſuaded, could not be faid by any, without uttering 
groſs falſehoods; which I could not believe could be 
acceptable in the ſight of the Lord. I was in conſe- 
quence conſtrained to give forth ſome obſervations on 
the ſubject in writing, addreſſed to the profeſſors of 
religion, attending the place called St. Giles's 
Siurch, V | 
A few obſervations concerning the cuſtom of 
„ © ſinging in public meetings of worſhip ; by 
© one, who has long been convinced of the in- 
© conſiſtency of it; and now calls upon every 
one who profeſſes to be a follower of the meck 
and lowly Jeſus, to lay aſide prejudice, and. 
ſef iouſly conſider the following remarks ; which 
© are offered in the fear of the Lord.“ | 


© Firſt, It ought ever to be conſidered, that God 

is a Spirit, 40 they that worſhip him muſt worſhip 
bim in ſpirit and in truth. In other words, it is 
the language of the heart which he regards, not 
Words, however excellent of themſelves. Now! 
appeal to the witneſs of God im every heart, con- 
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© ſidering the variety of conditions, the different 
© ſubjects, of praiſe, adoration, confeſſion, petitioning, 


© &c. &c. contained in every collection, whether in the 
© fear of the Lord, any one in whatever ſtate or con- 


dition he, may be in at the time, can with pro- 
c priety be ready to {ing whatever may be given out. 
© It appears to me impoſſible that a whole congrega- 
© tion (even if we except the ignorant) can be in 
© the ſame frame of mind, confidering the various 
© diſpenſations of the Lord's pr zvidence towards his 
© people ; conſequently if that is not the caſe, it 
© follows of courſe, that if all ſing, ſome muſt utter 
© words with the mouth contrary to the language of 


the heart, which ſo far from being acceptable to 


* the Lord, I am perſuaded is hypocriſy and abomi- 
© nation in his ſight,” e 


i 1 £ 


„Again, it appears to me inconſiſtent alſo with 


© regard- to the other parts of worſhip; for if 
© the language of the heart is ſpoken in prayer, 
© which often precedes ſinging,” and which implies a 
© ſenſe of our wants, doth it not ſhew an indifference 


© whether our prayers are heard and anſwered or 


© not, to begin finging immediately, perhaps very 
© different in matter as well as in manner, to what 
has been prayed for? 


Again, after preaching, if the Lord's power is. 


© known and felt under the word, is it not more 


© likely to profit, if the mind is occupied in ſerious Wn 


© meditation, than ſinging, which from my own ex- 
* perience, I can ſay, has a tendency to divert the 
© mind from ſolemn, ſerious reflection? I am now 
© ſpeaking more particularly concerning thoſe, who 
© have attained to a meaſure of the grace of God. 


© Aſk yourſelves ſeriouſly. Is outward ſinging intended 
* or calculated to pleaſe the carnal ears of men, or a Wm 
. 1 | © holy i" 


* 


* 
* 
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' © holy God? Why ſuch anxiety about tunes, voices, 
“ and muſic? Is the Lord to be pleaſed with ſuch 
poor things? Oh, no; you cannot ſuppoſe it. 
$ < Conſider from what root it ſprings, fron the old man 
or the new; and remember the axe is laid to the 
root, to deſtroy all that is of the earth, of our fleſhly 
EF © nature, I have conſidered thoſe paſſages in the New 
»Teſtawment, where the ſubject is mentioned, and 
amn confirmed by them in my opinion; of the incon- 
& filtency of public ſinging. The apoſtle ſpeaks of 
| © ſinging with grace in the heart; of making melody 
in the heart to the Lord; not making a noiſe with 
| © the tongue, . unleſs that proceeds from the heart; 
which how feldom it does in public finging L 
appeal to every conſiderate mind. 


11 am convinced in my own mind, conſidering 
FT © our ſituation here, the power and devices of the 
enemy, our own inbred corruptions, that it is more 
| © ſzaſonable to watch and pray, to be ever on our 
& © guard, and waiting to feel the light and power of 
EF < Chriſt, to diſcover and ſubdue the hidden things of 
-< darkneſs ; that as children of the light we may walk 
in the light, and find the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Spirit and Power, cleanſing us from all fin; than 
| © evidencing that trifling, careleſs ſpirit, too com- 
# * monly, if not always, attending outward finging.” 


© could ſay much more againſt it, but would not 
be tedious, particularly reſpecting thoſe that are 
without. How ſeldom can ſuch people, living in 
open and avowed. oppolition to God, join in ſing- 
ing without — groſs, abominable lies: and 
are we not acceſlary thereto? Is it not expected 
when a pfalm or hyma is given out, all prefent 
„ who are capable will join? Then let it not be ſaid, 
Fs bow can we help the abuſe of it. Ought we 5 | 
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ratker to ſet them an example of truth and tighteouſ- 
nels, and not countenance any practice that has a 
© tendency to promote lightneſs and irreverence ? 
© Oh! my friends, this cannot be acceptable to the 


Lord, who requizeth truth in the inward parts. 
© recommend to your ſerious conſideration, what the 
Lord ſays in the 1ft of Iſaiah, reſpecting the ordi- 


© nances of his own appointing, when not done'in a 
© proper ſpirit, I perceive every day more and more, 
an evident departure from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, 


© Where is the daily croſs borne ? Obſerve the ap- 


© pearance of profeſſors? What difference is there 


© from the world. Sure, my friends, theſe things 


* ought not to be. Bear with me, I beſeech you. I 
© am much concerned for the honour of our profeſſion, 
© If the croſs is truly borne, all ſelf-ſeeking and ſelf- 
| pleaſing will be done away, and the fruits of the 
© ſpirit more evidenced ; which I am perſuaded will 
© not be in the preſent practice of public. outward 


© ſinging, often of words, as to the matter, ſcarce 


© witain the bounds of probability; and I am con- 
© vinced if people would ſeriouſly conſider the man- 
© ner,” it would appear very inconſiſtent with the 


e pravity. and ſolemnity of the true Chriſtian pro- 


© teſſion,” - 


May the Lord ſet theſe things home upon every, | 


© heart, that there may be a concern to offer unto 


him acceptable ſacrifice ; which more than once is 


© faid to be a broken and contrite ſpirit.“ 


« Bleſſed are e that mourn,” ſays Chriſt, (nor 
« yothat fing) for ye ſhall, rej6ice 3” which re- 


+ joicing, if it may be applied to the preſent fate 
©of the church here, I conceive to be a grateful ſenſe 
* of the Lord's mercies; and ſhowing forth his 
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© To conclude, my friends, turn in to your own 
hearts. Behold, ſays Chrift, the kingdom of God 
© is within you; look not without, for what I am 
perſuaded is only to be found within, It is not 
much hearing or much ſpeaking, that brings true 
peace to the ſoul : the car is never fatisfied with 
hearing. As a proof of that, do not we ſee profeſſors 
running hither and thither, as though the more 
they heard, the better they ſhould be; encompaſ- 
ſing themſelves about with ſparks of their own 
kindling, but what faith the Lord, “Ve ſhall lie 
down in forrow.”” I am fully convinced it is for 
want of this looking in, and waiting to feel the 
power of the Lord there, judging and ſubduing ſin, 
that there is ſo much talk, ſo much outward parade, 
and ſo little ſpirituality in the lives and converſation 
"of Me. peoples IT Be © 
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This I ſent to the clerk, at the ſame time [ ſent 
ſome reaſons for the apparent change in me, as ab- 
fenting from the ſacrament, fo called; and which I 
geſired him to lay before the miniſter and others, at 
- a prayer meeting; which he ſeemed to object to, 
ſuppoſing me in an error, and having a very unfavour- 
able opinion of Friends“ principles. I ſoon after had 
dome converſation with him on the ſubject ; which 
father confirmed me in my opinion than otherwiſe, 
huis arguments appeared ſo weak againſt Friends. Thus 
went on ſome little time longer, ſtill attending 
- mornings and evenings; but attending Friends meet- 
| ings in the afternoon. About this time I read 
', Sewel's Hiſtory of the Quakers, which I think 
removed every objection, and confirmed me in my 
opinion of the truth of their principles, Their ſe⸗ 
vere {afferings, their patience under them, and honeſt 
_ -baldnefs before tings ahd rulers, convinced me, 
| that nothing but a divine power could have ſup: 
. EO, 2 port 
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little more than the form. I defired to know the 


cauſe others did ſo; but retired often alone, to be 


E - (95) 
ported them. I ſought the company of ſome faithfub 
friends, as I could diſcover in ſome I had been with, 


power in myſelf, and to be truly taught of the Lord, 
that 1 might not do any thing by imitation, or be- 


inſtructed of the Lord, what to do and what to leave; 
and, glory to his name, he was found of me, and 
made thoſe retirements precious and profitable to me, 
revealing his will unto me by degrees, as I was able 
to bear it. I now became acquainted with ſome ſolid 
friends, and was occaſionally in company with them, 
which excited the attention of my friends and neigh- 
bours ; ſo that there was much talk about me, and 
various reports were propagated reſpecting it, moſt 
people thinking it very ſtrange I ſhould turn Quaker, 


About this time I met with a conſiderable trial, the || | 
death of my father, whom I dearly loved. I had long 
been perſuaded in ſome meaſure of the vanity 3 . 
inconſiſtency of wearing black clothes on ſuch occa- 
ſions, knowing it to be only a worldly cuſtom; my 
had often ſaid to myſelf during my father's illneſs, N 
would not put it on for any one except him; but 
there appeared ſo many reaſons wh) I ſhould conform WR 
on his-account, that 1t was not el a very little time 
before his death, that it pleaſed the Lord to remove my 
ſeruples reſpecting it, and ſtrengthen me to bear ſuch 
a public teſtimony as of neceſſity that event occa- 
ſioned. And indeed much oppoſition I met with on 
account of it, but the Lord ſupported me through all. 
I then conſtantly attended friends meetings. . 
About this time alſo I was concerned to write an ad- 
dreſs to ſome who uſually met on firſt days, from differ- 
ent parts of the neighbouring country, to hear the mi- 


niſter, at a private houſe ; where I had decaſionally at 


1 

— 
9 

4E 


tended, with other profeſſors of the town. I alſo wrote 


ns „ 
to the clerk, and ſent him No Cros, No Crow: ; 
foon after, Barclays Apology: and to another 
intimate friend, who was very zealous, I wrote and 
ſent, Beaven's Primitive Chriſtianity Reſtored. 
And though I defired in what I wrote to individuals, 
as well as the fociety, it might be put about for the 
perufal of any, I found little notice taken by any; I 
thought they ſeemed rather t@ avoid me. One 
ſteady experienced man, in a little converſation, 
' _ _ obſerving, he hoped I did not look for that in myſelf, 
Which was only to be found in Chrift, I was con- 
cerned to write to him ſome little time after vn the 
ſubject ; and ſent him at the ſame time, No Crols, 
No Crown: While I was exerciſed towards the 
ſociety I had left, I met- with ſome more trials from 
other quarters; my relations complained of my ſilence, 
paring unfavourable conſtructions upon it. Indeed 
had fo much upon my mind, that Þ had little deſire 
to ſpeak much: for being often in my way of buli- 
neſs with people of . conſequence in the neigh- 
bourhood, moſt of whom had always ſhewn me 
much attention and favour, now oblerving ſuch a 
Change, though only in dreſs at firſt, they began 
to look rather ſtrangely upon me. "The enemy of 
ſouls was not unmindful of my fituation, and raiſed 
many difficulties in my way; as the loſs of their 
F favours, and, of courſe, my buſineſs ; the great of- 
F fence my conforming to other things not 725 done 
Would give them; ſuch as the ceremony of the hat, 
the language, and their titles ſo highly valued; theſe 
ſeemed indeed ſo great difcouragements, that my 


mind was at times forely aiſtreſſed. 


2 4 kad ſome time felt an uneaſineſs reſpecting the 
performing ſome part of my buſineſs, ſuch as nicking 


and cropping horſes, &. puniſhing them for the ſake 
of appearance, to pleaſe the fancies of men. e 


8 
* 


cannot be my diſciple.” I faw more and more 


faſhions of the world, and uſe means not always the 
hearts be alſo.” O! how few really deny then 


About this time came the quarterly meeting of 
Viſitor, to relieve the wants of thoſe in diſtres, co 
-a committee of whom met every week to tranſact the 


called it, at the ſame time ſinging, reading, & 
Being the time I uſed to ſerve on the commutee; MW 


zeaſons why 1 could not join in the ſervices performed 


* 
4 b * 
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began to mention my ſcruples, much oppoſitiore un 
was made, as the conſequence mult of courſe be the FR 
loſs of much buſineſs. 1 know not whether I was 4m 
not too haſty in this matter, beginning in mine own» 
ſtrength, and not waiting the due time; for I found 
when I was required to do it, I gave way, which i 
brought trouble upon me; till at laſt I was enabled o . 

refuſe ſeveral, among whom was one for whom E did 

much buſineſs, who on my objecting and telling him Rn 
my reaſons, ſeemed very angry, and reproached my wm 


changing my religion, &c. He aſke me to recommend 
lome one to do it, but I told him I could not recom- Jl 
mend another to do, what 1 thought not right to do- 


myſelf. 


This event occaſioned ſome uneaſineſs; I was WW 
blamed highly on the ſuppoſition 1 ſhould ſoon loſe lh 
my buſineſs; but I anſwered in the words of, our 


Lord, Except a man forſake all that he hath, he 


\ T 
10 


how people could follow the ways, cuſtoms, and 1 
1 


moſt honeſt to get its riches: fo true is our Lords 


laying, * Where your treaſure is, there will your 


ſelves and take up the crols. 
a 


ſociety I helped to eſtabliſh, called The Sick Man's 


ducted by the chief and moſt ſerious of the profeſſors 157 
1 | 15 | 


buſineſs of it, and to hold a prayer meeting as the 


15 7 1 


took the opportunity to write to them, giving my 
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at thoſe times; alfo ſomething more reſpecting the 
- principles, &c. of friends, with what was upon my 

mind beſides; obſerving if any were deſirous of more 

information on the ſubject, or had any objections to 

propoſe reſpecting friends principles, I wes willing te 


%. 


receive them, 


Hitherto there had not been any material alteration 
in my. dreſs, except what I wore on. firſt days; I ſtill 

wearing a modern hat; but now I found it required 
of me to make an alteration there; which, as it was 
more conſpicuous than any I had made, I found very 
trying; nature being unwilling to bear the croſs; 
but it pleaſed the Lord to ſtrengthen me; and indeed 
it cauſed much gazing, admiration, and ridicule, as 
I could perceive and hear, though little was faid di- 
$ realy to me; but the Lord preſerved me, and I 
thought I faund rather a kindneſs of behaviour among 
the more conſiderable of my neighbours when attend- 
ed in the courſe of my buſinefs, particularly from the 
chief juſtice Eyre, where 1 had apprehended not a 
little diſcouragement, but | found through the mercy 
Jof my God, a very favourable intercourſe. And 

here I may obſerve reſpecting theſe things, I felt a 
little at a time required of me ; aud as I was willing 
to give up, the Lord was pleaſed to afford me ſtrength 
to be faithful to him. Now I am aware theſe things 
reſpecting dreſs, &c. are, in the eyes of man's wiſdom, 
$ dclpiſed and thought of no conſequence : indeed of 
-themflves, I am perſuaded they are of no conſequence, 
or if done from a wrong motive may be rather in- 
Jurious than otherwiſe; yet when the Lord com- 
Finands, it becomes his creatures to obey, and not 
Feaſon about it, whether it is of conſequence or not. 
When I felt a defire to reaſon. about it, the ex- 
ample of Naaman the Syrian, was brought to my 
remembrance, When the prophet ordered. him 2 
= i 5 | | 7 ; | v 


| „„ 0 op 
waſh ſeven times in Jordan, his pride and wiſdom 
were offended 3 he wanted ſome great thing done, 
ſomewhat pompous, and agreeable to the ideas of his 
worldly mind; and had not his ſervants been wiſer 
than their maſter,, he might have Continued. in his 
diſeaſe; but the eyent proved, how deſpicable ſoever 
the means appeared, it fully anſwered all he could- 
Wilh ; therefore it is good for any one who feels 
occaſionally the judgment of the Lord, againſt any. 
thing however trifling it may appear, not to conſult 
with fleſh and blood, not to reaſon about it, but, give 
up in ſimplicity of mind; and then I am perſuaded. 
it will be found of more-conſequence than was at firſt 
apprehended ; for if we are not faithful in the little, 
how can we expect the greater will be committed to- 
us. And indeed in this matter I have been mention» .. ji 
ing, I found not a little advantage; for before, when | 
my. appearance was not very different from the world, 
my acquaintance would enter into familiar converſe 
with me; which tog often had a tendency to divert: 
my mind from that ſeriouſneſs | wiſhed to preſerve, ws 
and leave unpleaſunt reflections afterwards; but when 
they ſaw (in their eyes) my uncouth appearance, it 
operated as a kind of check to lightneis, and pre- 
ſerved me from the ſnare of ee 1 worldly con- 


1 


moſt profitable ſraſons. The apoſtle faith not in vain, 
«If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
« is not in him.” And a faithful follower of Chriſt Wann 
will not be conformed to the world, nor uphold:wiats Wm 
ever is of it, either in himſelf or others; not merelx 
becauſe it is witneſſed againſt in the ſcriptures, but Md 
being influenced by the ſame ſpirit which was, iW 
them, he is taught by it to teſtify againſt the amen 
the diſciples of old did in their dax. 1,8 


* 


— 


64) 

It was a great grief and concern to me to conſider, 

that as it was a day of fo ou profeſſion, - 4 
t 


walking miles to hear, what they ſuppoſed the goſpel, 
I hed, our ſteeple houſe: being generally crowded 
I th people from the other pariſhes; I fay it grieved 
me, that my leaving the faſhions of the world, which 
| they all profeſſed to deny, ſhould cauſe ſuch amaze- 
ment as it appeared to do even in profeſſors; which 
helped to confirm me in my opinion, that how much 
ſoever they could talk about religion, very little 
of the power thereof was known: indeed had I not 
felt a want of the power of godlineſs, I ſhould not 
have left them, as there were many: ties which held 
me both to the prieſt and people. But it was that 
divine power I longed for; and nothing ſhort of it 
could ſatisfy me, and ſure nothing but that could have 
F ſzpported me in the different trials I ſoon had to en- 
counter; but the battle was the Lord's, and his was 
' the victory over every appearance of mine adverſary, 
F and to him be all the glory. „„ 
For fevera] months my mind was much exerciſed 
on various occaſions, the enemy aſſaulting me con- 
& tinually with reproaches from without and fears with- 
in. My buſineſs ſeemed to decline, and I was tempted 
to believe my conduct was the cauſe, | I was re- 
F proved for over-acting my part, and informed that 
'F lome of the ſociety had ſaid ſo. It was great grief to 
me to obferve fome friends, for whom J entertained 
4 great eſteem, not fo faithful againſt worldly titles, 
as Eſq. —— 3 Sir ſuch a one; Mr. ——, &c. as 
II believed was required and praCtiſed by ancient 
© friends. It gave the enemies much occaſion againſt 


F- About this tithe peoples minds were much agitated 
political fudjects, the French having 9 


* 


alt orders and diſtindtions, which. gave great offence 


| as do friends, inſtead. of the old names. I mention 


_ geſtion that I ſhoulq be deemed. of their ſpirit. In- 
Avenced by ſuch. motives, and from the*treatinent of 
ſome who had-evidenced ſuch a ſpirit, I could expect i 


true diſciple-being influenced by the ſame ſpirit, the 


to people in general: they called their days, &c. 1 
this, beeauſe the adverſary aſſailed me with the ſug- 54 | 


little favour, though politics was a ſubject I thought 1 
ttle about, and ſpoke leſs; believing as our bleſſed Wm 
Lord faid, My kingdom is not of this world.;”* every 


with their profeſſion. 


obſerve ſome of the ſociety. of frienas meddling with LEY | 
ſuch matters, more warmly. than. I thought conſiſtent ns 


I was at times ſo ſorely preſſed, ſo burdened. in 
_ ſpirit, that I ſeemed as though. my ſtrength was 
broken, and was ready to. cry out, „ The children 


e are come to the birth, and. there is not. ſtrengzhbn 


« to bring forth ;”* but ſtill my deſires were to the 


Lord, who had hitherto ſupported me, that I mightÞ 171 


{till experience him a God near at hand, and not ata 
off: for I felt how unable L was to move a ſtep, with 
out his divine aſſiſtance. So low was L reduced, 
that though. I received ſeveral reviling letters, Which 1 94 


were clearly againſt the truth, I had not power to an- 
ſwer them; being taught to leave the caule to the Al F* + 

mi az, an not be anxious to jultify. myſelf befor | 
men, 


ing, a conſoling aſſurance, that the. Lord would plea 


6. 4 


ment unto victory; and I defired that his hand*migh 
not. ſpare, neither his eye pity, till his work was a 
.complihed to his own glory, however it might % 


ut which may be an encouragement to any hof Wh | 
may experience ſimilar trials, I felt a ſecret uphold 


his own cauſe, and in his own time bring forth Judge 


| 8 
Wich me. Thus I continued ſome time, till it 
| paſs the Lord to revive me; when, though I had 
little buſineſs in compariſon to what I had hereto- 
fue, yet I was abundantly fatisfied with an enlivening 
 fenſe'of the Lord's ard, which infinitely ſurpaſſed 
all worldly goods, fo that in meaſure I knew the truth 
| of -our dear Lord's promiſe; that whoever may be 
enabled to leave any thing for his name's ſake, ſhall 
receive an hundred fold even in this life, either in 
$ kind or in kindneſs : and ſure the comfortable ſenſe 
of the approbation cf the moſt High, is of infinite] 
greater value than any thing this world can afford, 
O! that the people, particularly the Lord's pro- 
feſling people, may be encouraged to be willing to 
part with every thing, however near and dear to fleſh 
and blood, that ſtands in the way, which obſtructs that 
dine communion with him we are taught to expect; 
for true it is, except a man forſake all that he hath, 
be cannot be Chriſt's diſciple ; and he is not a hard 
+ maſter, doth not require any thing to be parted with 
but what would be really injurious to our fpiritual 
welfare; though to man's carnal apprehenſion it ma 
Lem in ſome caſes in a different light, Man naturally 
loves eaſe. The croſs of Chriſt is not pleaſant to 
geſh and blood; but, my friends, if ever we know 
F true happineſs, | believe we ſhall firſt know the truth 
of what Paul declares, that “they who are Chriſt's, 
'F have crucified the fleſh with its actions and luſts;“ 
and the. more readily we ſubmit to the yoke, I am 
perſuaded we ſhall the ſooner experience that ſubdued, 
Fxvhich diſlikes the crofs : then we ſhall know. what our 
Lord faid, that his yoke is eaſy and his burden light. 


en in my mind, left 1 ſhould be behold- 
King the mote- in my brother's eye, and nat attending 
1 faciently to that power, which could alone remove the 


* 
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beam out of my own ; and though my ſpirit was fre · 


4 


— 


| (97 
ntly grieved on hearing vain converſation, and often 
* to feel a deſire to reprove; yet I was afraid 
to caſt | a ſtone, feeling myſelf not without fin, and 
I had to remember and to deſire to practiſe what is 
recorded ; to ſtudy to be quiet and mind my own 
buſineſs z and I think I can truly fay, that in ſtillneſs 
and retiredneſs I experienced a greater degree of 
peace, and I truſt a growth in grace: and I muſt 
acknowledge with humble thankfulneſs, the conde- 
ſcending kindnefs of my heavenly Father, in favour- 
ing me with much opportunity of retirement; having 
comparatively but little worldly buſineſs; for I ſforrow- 
fully found in thoſe lawful engagements, a very great 
difficulty of keeping in that ſtraight line of duty, wy 
which 1 believed was marked out for me. In the "WM 
courſe of converſation words would occaſionally drop, 
which, afterwards on reflection, brought diſtreſs on | 
my mind; and I deſired to be thankful that I was 
enabled not to deſire much of this world's goods, i 
but rather the reverſe, and to be content with food - 
and raiment. It was a concern to me to obſerve 
among friends, on à young man's beginning buſineſs Ma 
for himſelf, a conformity in ſome things with the, © 
world, 1 thought to gain their favour and cuftom; IM 
it appeared to me paying very dear for their affiſtancez 
and I believed I could prefer working hard as a'fer= 
yant, to the moſt profitable ſituation on ſuch 'termsz Wy 
and a fervent deſire would frequently ariſe in 'my un 
mind, that all who profeſs to be followers of Chriſt, 
| particularly friends, who profeſs more than moſt, 
| would be concerned to practiſe our bleſſed Lords 
| advice, to ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his 
| righteouſneſs ; yea and ſeek nothing elſe till they had 
found it; then I believed by attending to that, theß 
would be divinely directed in temporal eoncerns, andi 
preferring it above all things, would be preſerve! 
rom the too prevailing ſnare of flattering the word 


* 
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* 
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© for their ſupport. I have thought that people are 
often led to ſuch practiſes, by engaging in concerns 
which bring extraordinary expenſe upon them; which, 
requiring more of the things of this world, a greater 
difficulty is experienced. in bearing a faithful teſtimony 
- © againſt what they may be convinced is evil. Theſe 
_ Conſiderations, through divine aſſiſtance, induced me 
to be careful of confining my expenſes in as narrow 
à compals as I believed conſiſtent with my ſituation; 
and though for many years I had ſtrong inclinations 
to enter into the marriage ſtate, I now experienced 
a check to every defire of the kind: believing it was 
my duty to keep myſelf as much as poſſible from the 


B cumbers of this world, and as a faithful ſoldier to be 


ready for whatever my great Lord and: Miſter ſhould 
/ ( 5 


f Near the cloſe of the year, 1793, Þ wrote to the 
friends of the monthly meeting, to be admitted a mem- 


; 3 ber of ſociety; which friends in due ſcaſon expreſſed 


their unity and compliance with: and here I would ob- 
ſetve, that from my firſt aequaintance with friends, L 
could not but approve their caution, in not haſtily ad- 


1 mitting any into memberſhip ; differing from moſt ſo- 


cieties, who, Ihave perceived, evince a kind of exulting 
"eagerneſs in adding to their nuuibers. And I can ſay 


tat I did not feel an anxiety. to be received into 


wrote to the monthly meeting, 1 bad ſome apprehen- 


memberſhip; but rather to know that power which 
firſt gathered friends into a ſ ciety; to; experience an 
union of ſpirit with the faithtul,, than any name or 
outward. relationſhip : and though a little. before I 


ion cf. being drawn for the militia, which. would 
probably have expoſed me to ſome ſevere trial, not 
<4 of the ſociety ; yet convinced of the neceſſity of 
bearing my teſtimony againſt wars and fightings, I 
was mercitully enabled to be ſtill, and leave oe event 
A LY R ; whatever 


rather to increaſe than diminiſh, til 


„ 


whatever it might be, to the Lord, who had itherto 


ſupported me, and not apply for admiſſion any ſooner 
on that account. 1255 | 355 


The firſt meeting for diſcipline I fat in, I felt a 
owerful concern to ſpeak on a particular ſubject, 
55 conſidering my ſtate of childhood in the ſociety, 
and a fear leſt I ſhould appear forward, I endeavoured 
to get rid of it, and avoid peaking ; yet it ſeemed 
„till jult at the cloſe, 
I expreſſed a few ſentences, and found in a little time 
the burden relieved, at leaſt in a degree. 


I was often ſorrowfully concerned to obſerve in the 


nomination of friends to quarterly and yearly meetings, 
a diſpoſition to make excuſes ; believing thoſe meet=- 


iags were eſtabliſhed under the influence and power 
of divine wiſdom. I thought if there was a proper 


attention to the guidance of the ſame, friends would 
be directed in their. nomination ; that the great Lord 


of the harveſt would chooſe whom he pleated to em- 


ploy in any particular ſervice; and I thought there 
might be danger in lightly and haſtily making excuſes, 
leſt it ſhould be a diſobeying the call of the moſt High. 
It appeared to me, that worldly concerns had too 
much influence ; that it was conſidered whether it 
would be convenient or not. Now I knew from my 
own: experience, that if an ear was open to liſten to 
excuſes, enough would be preſented againſt many 
ſervices or duties, as attending week-day meetings, 
and others, in times of buſineſs. But I ſaw or 
felt it was ſafeſt and beſt to have a fingle eye, to 
have only one object in view, what the Lord required 


of me; than to look at temporal concerns, whether 


it was convenient or not, but ſimply give up. and leave 


the conſequence ; and I can with humble thankfulneſs _ 8 


and gratitude acknowledge the amen 


* 


os _ 
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3 -. © hon againſt government, but that they, may pre- 
. . © ferve a conſcience void of offence towards God 
and towards man; „ 


on. | 1 


| toſſes I might have apprehended would be the conſe. 


ue, were into a comfortable ſenſe of 


divine approbation, and an abundant reward of peace. 


The a8th of the 2d month, 1794, being appointed 
by government to be obſerved as a 'general faſt and 
humiliation before Almighty God, and the mayor of 
Reading ſending out a bill, defiring all ſeats and 


parties to obſerve it as required; I felt a concery to 

= write.a few reaſons, &c. why we, the religious 

1 m—_ called Quakers, could not obſerve it as re- 
3 


quired; which were copied and handed about in 
manuſcript. One copy I ſent to the clerk of the 
pariſh, deſiring him to lay it before their miniſters, 
and as many of the people as might be. 


A few reaſons, why the religious Society called 
© © Quakers, cannot obſerve, as required, the day 


© appointed for a general faſt and humiliation (fo 


M © called) before Almighty God.“ 


« That | the magiſtrates and people may know it is 
not from any contempt of authority, nor in rebel- 


+ Firſt, Becauſe we believe that the Lord alone 
© hath a right and authority ts. enact and require how 
and when he will be worſhipped. That all wor- 


5 ſhip whatſoever performed in the will of man, and 


which the ſpirit of Chriſt doth. not lead into, is not 


©-.zeceptable unto the Lord, who bath declared, that 
* In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for doctrines 
« the commandments of men; and that “ the 


true ' worſhippers muſt worſhip in ſpirit and in 
** truth.“ "Therefore: we believe, that it doth not 


belong 


N 


* 
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| „ 
belong to man, to impoſe modes and forms of wor- 
© ſhip, and if, in compliance with the will of 
men, any ſhould conform to ſuch pretended worſhip, 
© the conſcience not being clear, nor the heart rightly 


engaged in the ſervic 
© for & whatſoever is not d 


it would be hypocriſy in the 
the perſon fo complying : 
ith, is fin,” : 25 


© Secondly, Becauſe we believe, it is not the faſt 
* which the Lord hath chofen, or will approve of, 
according to what he hath declared by the prophet 
© Haiah, and elſewhere, as for a man to afflict his 
© foul for a day, and to bow down his head as a 
© bulruſh, Ahd our Lord called thoſe hypocrites, 
© who defired to appear unto men to faſt ; and com- 
© manded his diſciples to anoint their head and waſh 
their face, that they might not appear unto men to 
© faſt, but unto him, who ſeeth in ſecret ; who doth 
© not-look on the outward appearance, but upon the 
© heart, and who requireth truth in the inward parts. 
© And by the prophet he declared, that the faſt which 
© he had choſen, was to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, 
| © to feed the poor, clothe the naked, &c. that then 
| he would accept their prayers. 


© Thirdly, Becauſe it is required to implore. the 

i ' blefling of Almighty God for the ſuceefs of our 
4 © arms 3 which we believe is repugnant to the ſpirit 
© © of Chriſtianity ; as Chriſt, is the Prince of Peace, 
q © who did not come to deſtroy mens lives, but to 
© fave them 3 and commanded his diſciples not to reſiſt 
© evil, but to love their enemies, and to do good to 
© them that hate them. Therefore in obedience to 
© theſe commands, through the influence and aſſiſt- 
* ance of the ſpirit of Chriſt, we cannot willingly 
think or do evil to any, whatever they may intend 
to da unto us; but are enabled to W 
1. | | . © telves 


— 


777 
* (elves to divine protection, without the uſe of any 
cCarnal weapons, afluredly "believing the Lord will 


_ © preſerve all thoſe who faithfully confide in, and 
'_ © obey him. „ RN 


For theſe reaſons, and not from obſtinacy, or 
© perverſenefs, or any diſreſpect to thoſe in authority, 
. © we cannot keep our ſhops ſhut, or in any manner 
directly or indirectly, uphold or countenance ſuch 
* a cuſtom. s WR 

It is believed by a remnant, who are ſecretly 
-* mourning for the abominations of the land, and 
travailing in ſpirit, that truth and righteouſneſs may 
© abound, that there is great cauſe for faſting and hu- 


. .©-miliation before Almighty God; for the tranſgreſ- 
. © fions' of the people are multiplied againſt him, fo 
that there is reaſon to expect that the Lord will 


viſit with his rod even this highly favoured country; 


and it is the ſecret deſire that as the judgments of 
the Lord are in the earth, the inhabitants thercof 
may learn righteouſneſs. But friends, your pre- 
tended humiliation for a day; with your lips con- 
_ © fefling your ſins, and again returning to your old 
..* courſe; is only mocking God, who will not hear, 


though 5ou make many piayers, and cauſe your 
© voice to be heard on high, while your hands are 


-© full of blood, while you are deſiring the deſtruction 


| +: © of your fellow-creatures; for that ſpirit is not of 


God, for God is love, and whoever are led by the 
„ ſpirit of God, will love their fellow creatures, and 


not deſire their harm. Therefore, friends, conſider 


what ſpirit you are of, before you prefume to draw 


vd near to the moſt High, who is not to be honoured 
© with the lips, while. the heart is far from him, which 


© it is and ever muſt be, while defiled with the pollu- 
tion of fin : but ſeek for that new heart ary 
5 | : 1 C pl 
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ſiderably on that account. 
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1 ſpirit which God hath promiſed; and remember a 
language of old, to thoſe who pretend to honour 
© him with their lips, while their hearts are far from 


him: „ Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the 


& evil of your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe 
eto do evil, learn to do well.” Then (and not till 


© then, though you make never ſo many prayers, and 
afflict yourſelves never ſo much) the Lord will hear 
your prayers and regard your petitions.” 170 


A few months after 1 alſo wrote a few reaſons 


why we could not illuminate our houſes on any occa- - 


fion ; as friends, in ſome places, had ſuffered eon- 
© Whereas we the religious ſociety of people 
called Quakers, are accuſed by ſome of being diſaf- 
fected to government, becauſe we do not illuminate 
our houſes, as our neighbours do, on particular 
- occaſions ; this is for the information of any who 


that it is not from any political motives, nor to 


thority ; but as Chriſtians, profeſſing to walk in 
the fear of the Lord, in a holy life and conver- 


of Joy inconſiſtent with this our profeſſion, on any 
occaſion whatever ; but as it ſometimes happens, 
that ſuch cuſtoms are in conſequence of a ſuppoſed 
advantage gained in war, we cannot believe. as 


© ations, that there can be any real cauſe of rejoieingy 


but rather of mourning, for the deſtruction of our If 
© fellow creatures, and to lament the prevalence af 


© thoſe « luſts, from whence,” as the apoſtle ſays, 


come wars and fightings.” Profeſſing alſo to be 
_ © followers of Chriſt, who is the Prince of Peace, ⁵⁶ 
| | Ns « of '' 


P 


* k 
* * 


expreſs any diſapprobation of thoſe who are in au- 


ſation, we believe ſuch ſuperficial demonſtrations 


Chriſtians, uninfluenced by any political couſider- 


may be deſirous of knowing why we thus differ » WM 


1 = {24} 
| * of whoſe kingdom it was propheſied, bat they 


_« ſhall beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, and their 
e ſpears into pruning hooks, that nation ſhall not lift 
« up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 
* war any more, we believe wherever this king- 
© dom is eſtabliſhed in the heart of any individual, 
the warring fighting nature will be ſubjected by the 
_ © peiceable righteous ſceptre of Chriſt ; who enjoined 
© his followers not to reſiſt evil, but to love even 
their enemies: therefore we cannot, without ſub- 
« jecting ourſelyes to the diſpleaſure of the moſt High, 
© conform to any cuſtom, which countenances or 
© upholds ſuch practices. — 


But though we differ from the reſt of our country- 
men, we are not enemies to our country; but our 
© prayers are to the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
© that he may pleaſe to © break the bow, and ſnap 
„ the ſpear in ſunder, to cauſe wars to ceaſe to the 
s ends of the earth ;** that the people may turn every 
one from the evil of their ways, and ſerve him 
alone, from whom every bleſſing is received: then 
would righteouſneſs and peace meet together, and 
| © abound in the earth to-his praiſe, and to our prefent 


and eternal felicity.' 


I had for ſome months, at different times, as I ap- 
| prebended the concern revive, wrote an addreſs to the 
profeſſors of religion, particularly thoſe who attended 
the place. I had Jeft. Feeling a concern to have it 
printed, I waited from time to time to feel it clearly, 
as appearing in public in any manner of ſuch a na- 
ture, was to me 2 molt weighty conſideration ; 
was fearful of moving in mine own will, but at 
length I apprebended the time come for its 1 
- appearing, and ſubmitted it to the inſpection of ſeveral 
for their approbation of its 


F friends of our meeting, + of | 
"3 5 5 being 


= ( 25 ) 
being laid before the morning meeting in London; 
being unwilling to move without the full concurrence. 
of Friends. It met with their approbation and conſent, 
and it was going to be ſent to London, when a member 
of that meeting happened to come to our town, Friends 
adviſed it to be thewn to him, who expreſſed a fear, 
that as I was ſo lately come among friends, if it was 
not quite approved of, it might bz a diſcouragement 
to me, and recommended if I was eaſy, to let it reſt 
a little longer. I ſeemed willing to find an excuſe, 
and to get rid of. the burden without its publicly 
appearing 3 and laid it by, not feeling the concern 
again revive with ſufficient power; but L had at times 
to fear whether I had not too haſtily got rid of it, 
and let the right time paſs by. May the great Maſter WM 
not impute rebellion to me, but have in this matter, 
as I have at other times experienced, a gracious We 
condeſcending regard to my weakneſs ; for I have 
deſired to be made willing to be completely given 
up to his ſervice, and follow him whereſoever and 
howſoever he may require; the frequent breathing 
of my ſpirit is, that the inward ear may be ſo opened 
that I may be able to diſtinguiſh between the Maſter's * 
voice 1 every appearance of the adverſary, and all 

willings and runnings of the creature. TD 


In the year 1794, I was at the yearly meeting ir 
London, hls hell. E think, nine ex ang * 
withſtanding the nature of my buſineſs, I was made Wl 
willing to give up the time, and have with thankful- 
neſs to acknowledge I found no loſs, but the invalu- 
able reward of peace. Surely the Lord is not a hard 

- maſter, but whatever is given up under a ſenſe of his 
requiring, is abundantly reſtored, yea as an hundred 


— 


Pers little time aftet being at an appointed * Ph 
„ "oY where 


: „ | 
where no regular one is held, under an apprehenſion 
of duty, I ſpoke a few words. And here I would. ob- 
ferve, I had long a ſenſe as though I ſhould have to 
appear in this ſervice, and often felt a word ariſe-in 
meetings, but was fearful of moving in my own will, 
of running before I was ſent ; remembering the com- 
mand of old, „ He that hath my word let him 
« ſpeak my word faithfully ; what is the chaff to the 
« wheat?” I deſired that there might be no mix- 
ture, Hothing of the creature, but that the maſter 
might prepare the offering wholly; yet I'often found 
a {1;: ilar teſtimony to what I felr ariſe, delivered by 
another friend. I would willingly have been excuſed 


firous that I might be willing and able to give up to 
| whatever the maſter required; I ſeemed only to wiſh 
to know quite clearly, beyond the leaſt doubt, when 
and what to ſpeak. Perhaps I expected a clearer 
evidence than was meet, or made it an excuſe to 
refrain, till after one firſt day morning meeting, not 
giving up to ſpeak a word I felt ariſe, I felt the re- 
proofs of the moſt High ſo ſharply, till next meeting, 
- that though very unwillingly, and after much inward 
T wreſtling againit it, 1 found it ſafeſt to give up, and 
was in a degree ſenſible, that it is better to appear 
25 a fool unto men, than bear the indignation of the 
SS. -. - | 1 A 


ing the little piece before mentioned revive with in- 
"creaſed weight; and after a time I believed it my duty 
to ſend it up to the morning meeting of friends in 
London, for their inſpection and judgment reſpecting 
Printing it; which | did, under the title of Reaſons 
for leaving the national eſtabliſhed mode of wor- 


attend 


\ 
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the ſervice, the proſpect being far from pleaſant, at 
leaſt to that which would prefer eaſe, yet I was de- 


1 Some little time after I felt the concern of publiſh- 


dip; more particularly addreſſed to thoſe who 
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n 
© attend at the place called St. Giles's Charch,. 


0 Reading: accompanied with a few lines to the 


meeting, from friends of our own, which the meet- 


ing wich a few alterations approved of, and left me 
at liberty to print it. As ſoon as T received the 
pamphlets I ſent one to the prieſt, with the following 


jetter; I alſo ſent one to each of the principal pro- 


fellors with whom J had been acquainted. 
. To | 


* Reſpected Friend, 


c Tas little Piece which this accompanieth, 1 
© think | can truly tay, I wrote under an apprehen- 
© fron of duty, uninfluenced by anv perſonal mocives 
© whatever. I ſubmit it to thy candid peraial, and 
© can aſſure thee, that notwithſtanding the apparent 
e difference, 1 {till retain an affe:tionate regard, and a 
« real reſpect for thee: nor can I ſuppoſe thou wilt 
© impute to à want thereof my omitting thy uſual 
titles, being perſuaded thou art ſenſible; that true 
© honour and reſpect do not conſiſt in words, or any 
( ſuperficial expreſſions. I was conffrained to drop 

© them, from a belief of the ;nconhſtency thereof with 
© the ſimplicity of true Chriſtianity, and of the unlaw- 
© fulneſs of feeding the vain mind in man, by giving 
© him ©« flauering titles. I have deſired to follow -. 
nothing by imitation; but from conviction, and 1 


© hope theſe: defires have been Ds, anſwered. > 


11 n e 9 fg 
0 Thy Friend, 


Jon Srarbing 
4 Reading, ri Mo. 255 100 


. PoRſcript 
© 'There is a 4; PR matter I have for fome time felt 


$2 deſire to call thy lerious attention to. Not long 
8 | ; x lince, 
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©: ſince, part of the goods of ſome of thy peaceable 
_ ©-neighbours were taken away by force, for the re- 
<* pairing, I apprehend, the place where thy congre- 
8 == meet to worthip. I have been led to con- 
ſider the inconſiſtency of this practice with the ſpirit 
© of the goſpel, of which thou art eſteemed a miniſter, 
1 have examined the Scriptures of Truth, and do 
d not find that either Chriſt or his apoſtles ever uſed, ti 
bor taught ſuch a practice, to oblige thoſe to ſupport 
them, or their places of worſhip, who did not receive 
© them, As ye would that men ſhould do unto you,” 
© ſaid our bleſſed Lord, „“ do ye even fo to them,” Wl © 
« for this is the law and the prophets.” Now | am 
much inclined to think if thou wilt calmly and 
weightily conſider this matter, a deviation from this 
important injunction will appear. If this people 
had the powers of the earth on their ſide (as thou 
haſt in theſe matters) and inſiſted upon thy helpin 
to ſupport their place of worſhip, where thou bad 
a 3 conſcientious objection to go, wouldſt nor thou 
think it unreaſonable 3 and rather that every ſocicty 
ſhould ſupport its own miniſters and places of 
worſhip? And truly there are thoſe who from a real 
conſcientious ſcruple, cannot willingly uphold thoſe 
called pariſh churches, I have felt it myſelf, and 
d expect I can if thou require it, advance ſome 
- weighty reaſons for ſo doing; at-preſent my regard 
for thee induces me to prels a ſerious examination 
of this matter; and I feel a deſire that cuſtoms WI: \ 
originating in the times of jgnorance and ſuperſii- . 
tion, and the more powerful motive of intereſt it- W * 
© ſelf, may not blind the pure eye; and that thy rank WW " 
© in ſociety may not induce thee to contemn the 
« ſimple, yet I hope ſincere, repreſentations of the 
mean and deſpiſed. LE Ls 
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Now this 1 do not write from any defire to avoid 
=. | 5 ſuffering 


* 
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(akne, for praiſed be the Lord, there is a remnant 


at this day, who are enabled to take joyfully the 
© ſpoiling of their goods for a good conſcience fake, 
in ſupporting their teſtimonies againſt what they 


t believe to be repugnant to the ſpirit of the goſpel 


© diſpenſation,” - 


This I ſent with one of my pamphlets before men- 
tioned ; the next evening I received the following : 


Mr. Spalding, „„ 

© As I am willing to hope that your pamphlet and 
e letter were well meant, Talat you for them; but 
' as they are replete with moſt wicked and pernicious. 
errors, and as the author of them is a ſchiſmatic 
and heretic, I mult reject: both you and them. 
© As you once gave hope that you might walk in the 
t ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, 15. continue with 
dus in a church which God is ſtill filling with his 
glory, I cannot but feel a regard for you, and pity 
you the more for your departure and apoſtacy from 
© the faith. 1 delt adviſe you to ſearch God's word, 


* and your own heart, with prayer, for the teaching 


of his ſpirit, that you may diſcover the ſound doctrine 
' of the one, and the fore plague of the other. Per- 
adventure God will give you repentance to the. 


t acknowledging of the truth, and you may be reſtored. , 


to a ſound and ſober mind, out of the ſnare of the 
devil, by whom you are now taken captive at his 
c will. Should an event ſo deſirable, to yourſelf and 
your family ever take place, I ſhall rejoice to falute 
and embrace you in Chrift' Jeſus, but tilt then TI. 
{ muſt beg to decline all correſpondence with you. 
Ent”. CT an 5 


© Your ſincere friend and well-wiſner, 


A little 


Reading, Nov. 28, 794. 1 
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A little while after he deſired my brother ty tell me. 


to ſend in his account, and alſo to know if he ſhould 


ſtop his tithes out of it, which amqunted to three 


pounds. I in conſequence wrote his account, and 
ſent it in the following letter, with a little piece, 
called © Reaſons why the People called Quakers do 

ole T ithes.”” &; ö 


by Reſpect | ed Friend, 5 


I. ſhould not at this time thus communicate with 
© thee, but for thy inquiring of my brother ſomewhat 
& reſpecting my paying - thee. tithes. It appears to 
© me thereby that thou art unacquainted with. our 
© reaſons for not paying tithes, &c. yet, as J ſuppoſe 
from thy letter, thou may not be 8 to receive 


© my reaſons on that ſubject; I will only obſerve, 
& that. it is not from any perſonal difregard to thee, 
© nor in imitation of others, that I refuſe to pay them, 


but from a full conviction of the inconſiſtency 


thereof with the diſpenſation of the goſpel; and that 


if I did in any manner contribute to ſupport ſuch a 


practice, it would be a denying that Chriſt is come, 


| 
c 
c. 
c 
© who by his Fong put an end to, and totally abro- 
| © oated or diſannulled, that law or. diſpenſation to 
FF © which tithes belonged. I ſend. thee a ſmall piece 
© on this ſubject. Shouldeſt thou be diſpoſed to be 
more fully informed reſpecting it, I have other, 
© authors: who have written on the ſubject more 
© fully, and who 1 believe have confured every argu- 
ment in favour of tithes, &c. in this laſt and more 
© gloriqus diſpenſation, n, 
a 1.» © Thy friend. 
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and here it may be proper to remark, 


. | 
© P. S. As thou deſired, I ſend thy account; 


| at I cannot: 
t ſuffer thy demand to be paid thereby, nor can I. 


give a receipt or ad my. book, but for the 


real amount thereof. Thou, perhaps, wilt think 
© me troubleſome and impertinent, but the Lord. 
© knoweth my heart in this matter, that it is from 
© a perſuaſion of duty towards him, and not from a 
6 perverſeneſs of diſpolition, as men may ſuppoſe 
„ 5 | 


I found: that ſpirit generally prevail among them, 
both preachers and. hearers, confident. in their own 
opinion, and condemning without hearing the ſenti- 
ments of others. Oh | how doth my ſpirit mourn for 
them, under a ſenſe of the danger of their ſituation, 
and a perſuaſion of the applicableneſs of an ancient 
language, © The prophets propheſy falſely, the prieſts 
bear rule by their means,. and the people love to 
« have it ſo; but what will they do in the end 
thereof! 5 „ | 


Being. appointed by the pariſh, overſeer this year,. 
I had frequent opportunities of obſerving the diffi- 
culties many of 'the poor laboured under, and was 
favoured to ſympathize with them therein; and | had 
often to-conlider the manner of living among thoſe in 
ſuperior ſituations, as to outward things, and it ap- 
peared to me not conſiſtent, with the gracious defigns 
of our heavenly. Father, that ſome ſhould live luxuri- 
ouſly and expend much upon ſuperfluities, while fo . 
many fellow creatures wete in want of the comforts. 
and neceſſaries of life. It ſeemed to me a great evil, 
and my ſpirit was often bowed in conſideration there- 


of; for | thought that the oppreſſion of the poor, and 


the extravagant living of others, was one cauſe of 
+ Es eh the. 


the judgments of the moſt High being at this time 
ſo awfully executed in the neighbouring kingdoms, 
And it was often the ſecret breathing of my fpirit, 
that the people of this land, inſtead of applying 
to carnal weapons, which was now pretty general 
throughout the kingdom, and truſting to the multitude 
of their hoſts, might endeavour to avert the threatened 
indignation before it came home, by turning every 
one from the evil of their ways, to ſerve the Lord 
with their whole hearts, to 6: (5 the diſtreſſes of 
the poor, and content themſelves with a moderate 
way of living, as becomes the followers of him, who 
| fad, My kingdom is not. of this world.” —— 
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A few ſerious Queries and Obſervations, 


Addreſſed to the high profeſſors of religion in this day, 
by one who was long in the profeſſion, but knew 
not the power; till it pleaſed the Lord, by the mi- 
niſtry and writings of the people called Quakers, 
to direct him to where alone the power is to be 
known, within. 5 N | $3 


What is a true Chriſtian ? | gs 
Is it one who aſſents to and believes certain facts, 


2s recorded in holy writ, and forms certain principles 
ind opinions thereupon 3 producing perhaps a partial 


reformation, an abſtaining from the groſſer pollutions 
of fin, but denying the poſſibility of a total cleanſing 
and freedom from ſin in this world? Or is it one 
who knows not in word only, but in deed and in 
truth; a death unto fin, and a new birth unto righ- 
teouſneſs ; a being born again, not of blood, nor of 


the will of the fleſh, nor of man, but of God? „ For,” 


ſays our bleſſed Lord, “ except a man be born again, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.“ A man 
may know with Nicodemus, and confeſs, that Chriſt 
is a teacher ſent from God; he may be able to talk 
much about the doctrines. of the goſpel, and fancy 
himſelf ſecure by imputation, but what has this to do 


with the new birth fo eſſentially neceſſary? What can 


al his wifdom and underſtanding teach him. Nay, he 
cannot come into the new birth till all is parted with. 


The very nature of the thing implies a beginning 


gain, a life as different from his former as light from 
- dar kneſs. 


* _ 


ng 
OE ( 34 ) | 
darkneſs. Le were ſometime darkneſs,” fays Paul 
but now are ye light in the Lord”. Now he 
who knows this new birth, not a change of opinion 

not a comprehending the truths of the goſpel in his 
_ underſtanding, or joining this or that ſociety, but 
who knows the thing itſelf; not the name, not the 
imaginations concerning it, but the nature, the life 
the eſſence, will ſuch a man be like what he was 
„ „ e e ks 
© The forerunner of our Lord expreſsly told his hear 
ers; when preparing them for the goſpel diſpenſation, 
„The axe is laid to the root of the trees, and every 
* tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down 
© and caſt into the fire.“ What tree and what root 
is there meant? Is it outward or inward ? Who can 
anſwer that, but he who hath- felt the axe, and the 
deſtruction, in a meaſure, of the corrupt tree? © His 


- 


6 fan is in his hand, he adds, and he will thoroughly 


et purge his floor; (mark, “ thoroughly,” ) what will. 
remain then? that profeſſors were concerned to 
know, and willing to part, with all that ſtands in the 
way, that they may know indeed what it is to be 
thoroughly purged, inftead of denying the poſſibility 
of it; for it is a dreadful thing to oppoſe or deny the 


power of Chriſt. 3 
Chriſt ſaid, „ Bleſſed are the pure in heart ;” but 
modern Chriſtians, as they would be thought, fay, 
There is no purity of heart, but it is and muſt remain 
deceitful aboye all things and deſperately wicked. 
That the heart of every man is ſo by nature is allowed, 
but hath not God promiſcd a new heart and a new 
*_ * ſpirit; will that be deſperately wicked? Again it is 
ſaid, © who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean?“ That the heart is naturally unclean is 
allowed, but hath not the Lord promiſed to cleanſe 
bis people from all their uncleanneſſes; mark all, what 
CCF Ancleanneſs 


. 


„ Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live, - 
« ſinful ſelf,) but: Chriſt liveth in me??? „I will dwell 
« in them, and walk in them, ſaith the Lord ;** and 


((239)) 


imdleanneſs will then remain? Some attempt to 


excuſe themſelves by what Paul once experienced; 
« The fleſh: luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit 


« againſt the fleſh; a law in the members warring 
« againſt the law of the mind.” That Paul once felt 
that, is allowed, but did he not after fay, „There is 
no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, 
{who walk not after the fleſh but after the ſpirit 5*” 


and did he not ſay, Phe law of the ſpirit: of life 


had made him free from the law of fin; and how 
'rould' they who were dead unto fin live any longer 


therein?” Doth he not again ſay, “ am dead with 
yet not I, (not natural 


will the Lord dwell in an impure, an unholy place ? 
As ſoon would light dwell with darkneſs. Satan can 


indeed transform himſelf into an angel of light, yea, 
he, as God, ſitteth in the temple of God, ſhewing 
himſelf that he is God. The imagining part in man is: 


ſure to be deceived, and worſhip the appearance 
Inſtead of the reality, for the world by wiſdom, man 
by his natural or Pumanly acquired abilities, knew 


not, nor ever can know, God. If any man, fays 


Paul, will be wiſe, let him firſt become a fool, 


that his old eye may be cloſed, and the new ehe, 
which can alone diſcern the things of God, may be 
A | 

Again, Chriſt ſaith, “ Be 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.“ But modern 


| Chriſtians, as they call themſelves, ſay there is no 
luch thing as perfection. O that they would conſider i 


whom they oppoſe by fo ſaying. ES 

Doth not Paul deſire thoſe he was writing ta, to 
cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
perfecting holineſs in the fear of the Lord; and pray 


that. 


— 
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J 
that others may be perfect and complete in all the 
will of God ? What does ſuch plain expreſs language 
mean? O the ſubtilty of that ſerpent, who can reaſon 
and argue the true meaning away; and O the lament. 
able eſtate of thoſe who are ſo deceived by him, who 
are fitting down at eaſe, with the vain imagination 
that what Chriſt hath done, as they ſuppoſe for them, 
will be ſufficient ; without experiencing the work in 
them; who having eyes ſee not, and ears hear not, in 
the true ſpiritual ſenſe. RH ob 
Again, Chriſt ſaith; «*Swear not at all; but mod: rn 
Chriſtians @y, We may ſweat in ſome caſes. We 
will reaſon about Chriſt's words, and judge ourſelves 
- © What they mean; how far they are to be obeyed or 
not. Though James ſays, „Above all things, my 
L brethren, ſwear not.. But now it is, We may 
wear ſuch and ſuch oaths. O poor Chriſtendom, how 
is thy gold become dim ! C63 
Again, Chrift faith, * Whoſoever he be of you that 
 -—**forfaketh not all that he bath, he cannot be my 
e diſciple ; ?” but now Chriſtians can keep all; their 
- own wiſdom, their own wills, the favour of the world, 
its riches and friend{hips, its faſhions and cuſtoms; 
though our Lord faith, « Whoever is the friend of the 
world, is the enemy of God; and Paul ſays, © If 
yet pleaſe them, 1 am not the ſervant of Chriſt,” 
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